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2026: Behavioral Models of Politics
“Unbundling Autocratic Capture”

2026: NYU Rebecca Morton Experimental Conference
“Optimal Allocation of Compliance Incentives”

2025: Midwest Political Science Association Annual Conference
“Rethinking ‘Them’: Challenging Out-Group Stereotypes in Backsliding
Democracies”

2025: NYU Data Science Frontiers: Society and Politics
“Optimal Allocation of Compliance Incentives”

2024: Rethinking ‘Them’
“Challenging Out-Group Stereotypes in Backsliding Democracies”

2021 - Present: New York University, Henry M. MacCracken Program

Fellowship, New York, NY

- 100%, merit-based scholarship for graduate school tuition and living expenses
awarded upon acceptance

2025 - 2026: APSA Dissertation Improvement Grant, Washington, DC
- American Political Science Association; $13,343 for “Unbundling Autocratic
Capture”

2025 - 2026: Identities & Ideologies Project (NYU) Research Grant,
New York, NY
- $3,000 for “Measuring Stereotype-Prone Beliefs: Validation of a
Representativeness

-Based Algorithm”

2022, 2023, 2025: New York University George Downs Prize, New York,
NY

- Competitive departmental award supporting dissertation research in political
science

$1,500 (2022), $2,500 (2023), $2,000 (2025)

2019 - 2021: Washington University in St. Louis, Graduate School

Scholarship, Saint Louis, MO

- 100%, merit-based scholarship for graduate school tuition and living expenses
awarded upon acceptance

2017 - 2019: Tubitak Graduate Scholarship, Ankara, TURKEY

- 2210A - National Scholarship Program for MSc Students by

the Scientific and Technological Research Council of Turkey

- Awarded upon the acceptance to the graduate studies with extraordinary
undergraduate records
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2017 - 2019: Kog University High Success Scholarship for Graduate
Studies, Istanbul, TURKEY

- 100%, merit-based scholarship awarded upon acceptance to the university,
for students with graduate studies applicants with extraordinary background

- Covering the graduate studies tuition fee, housing, and miscellaneous benefits
for 2 years

2017: Kog University Magna Cum Laude: The Second Ranking
Student Award, Istanbul, TURKEY

- Obtained 2"¢ highest academic record in the Department of Political Science
and International Relations among the 2016 — 2017 graduates,

2014 - 2015: Erasmus Exchange Scholarship, Bocconi University, ITALY
- Merit-based scholarship awarded upon acceptance to the Erasmus Program,
covering one semester stipend

2013 - 2016: Turkish Education Foundation (TEV) Outstanding
Success Scholarship. Istanbul, TURKEY

- Granted by the TEV with the aim of supporting the leaders of the future,
highly competitive scholarship awarded to 50 students a year nationwide

2011 - 2017: Kog University High Honor Scholarship for
Undergraduate

Studies, Istanbul, TURKEY

- 100%, merit-based scholarship awarded upon acceptance to the university,
for students who ranked in the top 1000 places at the Nationwide University
Entrance Examinations

- Covering the tuition fee, accommodation, stipend for living expenses, and
miscellaneous benefits for 6 years.

September 2023 - Present: Recitation Leader: New York University
New York, NY

- International Relations (Undergraduate, Department of Politics)

- Comparative Politics (Undergraduate, Department of Politics)

- Led weekly discussion sections, graded assignments, and held office hours

September 2017 - August 2019: Kog University, Istanbul, TURKEY
Full-time Researcher and Team Member

- Worked in a European Research Council project, “Emerging Welfare,” under
the supervision of Prof. Erdem Yorik

- Wrote an article with Prof. Erdem Yoriik, analyzing the role of protests and
electoral politics on the social assistance provision based on large-N quantitative
analysis and field work

- Conducted interviews with South African state officials, academics and civil
society members

- Responsible for collecting data on welfare, social policy, political and economic
indicators

- Responsible for coordination among other data collectors

- Worked on a number of manuscripts investigating the political causes of the
social

assistance expansion



Research
Experience

September 2023 - May 2025: New York University, New York, NY
Research Assistant

- Working in a research project, “xmachine,” under the supervision of Prof.
Cyrus

Samii and Prof. Michael Gechter

- Manage and analyze experimental and survey data across multiple countries
- Use R, Git, and advanced statistical methods for causal inference and
visualization

- Maintain reproducible workflows and assist with manuscript preparation

September 2019 - August 2022: Kog¢ University, Istanbul, TURKEY
Part-time Researcher

- Worked in a European Research Council project, “Emerging Welfare,” under
the supervision of Prof. Erdem Yorik

- Worked on a number of manuscripts investigating the political causes of the
social assistance expansion

February 2018 - January 2019: Institute of Istanbul Political Research
(IstanPol), Istanbul, TURKEY

Volunteer Researcher

- Worked on a project on politics of precariat class and income inequality in
Turkey

- Wrote a research paper on perceptions of the Syrian Child Refugees in Turkey

September 2017 - August 2019: Kog¢ University, Istanbul, TURKEY
Full-time Researcher and Team Member

- Worked in a European Research Council project, “Emerging Welfare,” under
the supervision of Prof. Erdem Yoriik

September 2016 - December 2017: Kog¢ University, Istanbul, TURKEY
Research Assistant (RA)

- Worked under the supervision of Prof. Ziya Onis

- Published an article on the role model capabilities of the democratic BRICS
for the global South

September 2016 - December 2017: Political and Social Research
Institute of Europe (PS Europe), Istanbul, TURKEY

Volunteer Researcher

- Worked on a project on politics of precariat class and income inequality
- Wrote a research paper on perceptions of Asylum Seekers, Migrants and
Refugees in Turkey

- Participated in “Armenia Turkey Dialogue Project,” which aimed at
establishing a dialogue between Turkish and Armenian academics and
civil society activists

September 2016 - June 2017: Kog¢ University, Istanbul, TURKEY
Research Assistant (RA)

- Worked under the supervision of Prof. Ziya Onis

- Making a literature review on political economy of development and democracy
in the global South with a specific focus on the developing countries
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Interests

Languages
and Skills

Certificates

Methodology

Courses

Quantitative Methods, Causal Inference, Computational Social Science;
Experimental Methods, Survey and Field Experiments;

Formal Theory, Strategic Interaction;

Political Behavior, Behavioral Economics;

Democratic Backsliding, Political Accountability, Elite Manipulation;
Political Economy of Redistribution, Social Policy, Corruption;

Protest, Contentious Politics, Social Movements;

Fiction Writing, Social Theory, World Literature and Cinema, Board Games;

Turkish (native), English (fluent), French (Intermediate), Arabic (Intermediate)
Q@ (advance), WTEX (advance), ® (intermediate), Stata (intermediate), Github

Human Research CITI Certificate
Coursera: Natural Language Processing with Classification and Vector Spaces

Course Name Semester Cred/Aud Grade
Grad Experimental Economics Fall 2023 Credit A-
Grad Causal Inference Spring 2022  Credit A
Grad Game Theory Spring 2022  Credit A
Grad Quantitative Methods Fall 2021 Credit A
Grad Math for Political Science Fall 2021 Credit A
Grad Computational Social Sci. Fall 2020 Credit A
UGrad Political Data Science Spring 2020  Credit A
Grad Quan. Political Methods IT Fall 2020 Credit A
Grad Computational Social Sci. Fall 2020 Credit A
UGrad Political Data Science Spring 2020  Credit A
Grad Advance Game Theory 11 Spring 2020  Credit A
Grad Quan. Political Methods I Spring 2020  Credit A
Grad Game Theory I Fall 2019 Credit A
UGrad Linear Algebra Summer 2018 Audit S
UGrad Econometrics: Panel Data Spring 2018  Credit A+
Grad Econometrics Fall 2018 Audit S
Grad Quan. Methods in Pol. Sci. Fall 2017 Credit A
UGrad Econometrics: Introd. Spring 2017  Credit A


https://github.com/agencer
https://www.citiprogram.org/verify/?w2e7a106e-e79e-4c66-8d0f-51f04d8bd4ef-34013123
https://www.citiprogram.org/verify/?w9d6fe9e1-3f3e-47b9-a75a-59307b599aed-68474350
https://github.com/agencer/aboutme/blob/master/syllabi/css_syllabus.pdf
https://github.com/agencer/aboutme/blob/master/syllabi/Syllabus.pdf
https://github.com/agencer/aboutme/blob/master/syllabi/css_syllabus.pdf
https://github.com/agencer/aboutme/blob/master/syllabi/advancedgametheory20.pdf
https://github.com/agencer/aboutme/blob/master/syllabi/gametheoryfall2019syllabus.pdf

References

Prof. Gwyneth McClendon
Dept. of Politics

New York University
gm1143@Qnyu.edu

- Dissertation Advisor -

Prof. Justin Fox
Dept. of Political Science
Washington University in St. Louis

justin.fox@wustl.edu

- 2021 Application Cycle -

Prof. Erdem Yoruk

Dept. of Sociology

Kog University
eryoruk@ku.edu.tr

+90 (212) 338-1142

- 2019-21 Application Cycles -

Prof. Ziya Onig

Dept. of International Relations
Kog University

zonis@Qku.edu.tr

+90 (212) 338-1142

- 2017-2019 Application Cycles -

Prof. Cyrus Samii
Dept. of Politics
New York University
cyrus.samii@nyu.edu
- Dissertation Chair -

Prof. Guillermo Rosas

Dept. of Political Science
Washington University in St. Louis
grosas@wustl.edu

- 2021 Application Cycle -

Prof. Belgin San-Akca

Dept. of International Relations
Kog University
bakca@ku.edu.tr

+90 (212) 338-1377

- 2019 Application Cycle -

Prof. Insan Tunali

Dept. of Economics
Bogazigi University
insan.tunali@boun.edu.tr
+90 (212) 338-1377

- 2019 Application Cycle -


https://as.nyu.edu/faculty/gwyneth-mcclendon.html
https://as.nyu.edu/faculty/cyrus-samii.html
mailto:gm1143@nyu.edu
mailto:cyrus.samii@nyu.edu
https://polisci.wustl.edu/people/justin-fox
https://polisci.wustl.edu/people/guillermo-rosas
mailto:justin.fox@wustl.edu
mailto:grosas@wustl.edu
https://emw.ku.edu.tr/?staff=erdem-yoruk
http://home.ku.edu.tr/~bakca/
mailto:eryoruk@ku.edu.tr
mailto:bakca@ku.edu.tr
http://home.ku.edu.tr/~zonis/
https://econ.boun.edu.tr/insan-tunali
mailto:zonis@ku.edu.tr
mailto:insan.tunali@boun.edu.tr

